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VACANT CORONERSHIP IN
DURHAM.
ON Feb. 10th; a meeting of freeholders
was held in Gateshead, to take the subject
of the vacant coronership, with reference to
the eligibility of a medical candidate, into
consideration.
Captain BURN, of Sunderland, was called
to the chair, &aacute;nd produced a letter from Mr.
Morrison, of Pelaw-house, in elucidation of
his decided opinion that a medical gentleman
was the fittest to fulfil the peculiar duties of
coroner.
Dr. KN6TT moved the first resolution, to
the effect that, in order to preserve the cha-
racter, dignity, and, above all, the public
utility of the btfice of coroner, it was indis-
pensably necessary that the individual hold-
ing the office should be possessed of medical
education and experience. The resolution
was carried unanimously.
Dr. ELLIOT moved,-That the intelligence
and experience of Mr. Nixon, surgeon, emi-
nently qualified him for the office, while the
numerous promises of support which had
been tendered to him convinced the meeting
of his success at the forthcoming election.
The motion was carried unanimously.
It was further resolved, that the meeting
earnestly invite the freeholders to support
Mr. Nixon, and that the thanks of the meet-
ing were especially due to the Bishop of
Durham and the Dean, for the spirited mode
in which they had supported certain views of
the meeting.
PROSECUTION OF MR. BEALE.- (From a
Correspondent.)-We are informed that the
cause of the Society of Apothecaries v.
Beale, which was expected to have come on
for trial in the Court of Queen’s Bench, on
Monday last, will not be tried. The action
was instituted by the Society of Apotheca-
ries against Mr. Thomas Beale, of Bedford-
square, East, Commercial-road, who is a
member of the Royal College of Surgeons,
for the recovery of several penalties for hav-
ing practised as an apothecary without pos-
sessing a legal qualification for such prac-
tice. The defendant having shortly previous
to the trial submitted to pay one penalty oi
201., together with the costs of the action;
the society deemed that the object of theiI
proceedings had been sufficiently attained
by this submission to the law, and that the}
might, consistently with their public duty
abstain from pressing for payment of the re
maining penalties.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
IN LONDON.
LIST of gentlemen admitted members on
Friday, Feb. 18,1843 :-D. Morgan, A. L.
T. Cooke, T. Graham, S. P. Goddard, W.K.
Park, G. F. Fox, H. Payne, J. C. Bonnett;
J. S. Wolletti R. Chambers.
BOOKS RECEIVED.
Two Lectures on the Defective Arrange-
ments in Large Towns to secure the Health
and Comfort of their Inhabitants. Read
before the Hull Lit. and Phil. Society, ill
1842-43. By Humphry Sandwith, M.D.,
Physician to the Hull Infirmary. London:
Simpkin and Co., 1843. Pp. 55.
i Pharmacologia, being an extended Inquiry
into the Operations of Medicinal Bodies,
upon whieh are founded the Theory and Art
of Prescribing. By J. A. Paris, M.D., &c.
Ninth Edition, re-written in order to incor-
porate the latest Discoveries in Physiology,
Chemistry, and Materia Medica. London :
Highley, 1843. 8vo, pp. 622.
NEWS AND CORRESPONDENCE.
A correspondent (S. C.) wishes to have a
sound opinion or two from some of out
readers as to "what application they find
the most effective in removing venereal
warts." He says that he has 11 tried a vast
number of remedies without effectually
destroying those excrescences."
The excellent and caustic criticism of
Dr. Brown, of Boston, on the proceedings
of the 11 mesmerisers" in that town, should
have a place in our columns, but we have
been compelled to decline inserting a large
number of similar communications from
other correspondents, first of all from want-
ing space to continue long controversies in
print, and, secondly, from a consideration
that the impositions of the jugglers prac..
tising on the youths and girls are not worthy
of formal attack in the metropolis, wheneverI and wherever they choose to appear in
public. The mass of the profession knows
well their tricks and deceptions. The
general public should be addressed in the
local newspapers, which they see universally
and instantly.
We insert the following letter and abnega-
tions of statements made in THE LANCET of
Jan. 14, 1843, page 584-5, agreeably to our
promise of Feb. 4th :-
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sir,-Having inserted in your periodical
a statement taken from the " Medical
Gazette," and signed 11 M.D.," you cannot,
in common fairness, refuse a place to the
answer herewith. I remain, Sir, your obe-
dient servant, ,
A HoMfEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN.
To the statement &laquo; through met her confine-
ment, eighteen months ago, she (Lady Den-
bigh) nearly lost her life by ?tOtKo?opa<7t!e
treatment," the Homoeopathic Physician
replies, " At the period alluded to the noble
lady was under the care of Mr. Barnes,
took no homoeopathic medicine (Dr. Duns-
ford being absent), and the case was brought
to &agrave; satisfactory termination under that
gentleman’s auspices." The Homoeopathic
Physician gives a flat denial to the following
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statements :-That &laquo; this lady was of a very
plethoric habit" (Messrs. Barnes and Stone,
he says, always considered her the very
reverse) ; that the watching a plethoric
habit during gestation is against the prin-
ciples of Hahnemann ; that the homoeopathic
medicines given had no power in checking
the convulsions; that no accoucheur was
present, but that, " by accident, a medical
man of some eminence was in the house"
(this medical man, he says, was Mr. Barnes,
the usual obstetrix* of the lady in question);
that the homoeopathic doctors spoke con-
fidently;" and that " apoplectic coma fol-
lowed."
The Homoeopathic Physician appends the
report of the appearances on the post-mortem
examination, but we need only extract the
final sentence, &c. :-
" The state of the brain was the result of
disease of considerable standing, and could
not be remedied by any particular treatment.
G FINCHAM,Signed, HARRIS DUNSFORD, M.D.,A. B. BARNES,"
remarking that two of the above, Messrs.
Fincham and Barnes, are not homoeopathic
practitioners.
The long statement of Dr. Curie is scarcely
calculated to second very forcibly the
" Homoeopathic Physician’s" rebutment of
"M.D.’s" assertions. It is an essay on
homoeopathy, which, independently of other
objections, is too long for THE LANCET, unless,
as we before stated, in the shape of an adver-
tisement ; and as Dr. Curie may prefer to
give it publicity in another form, it is left i
for him at the Lancet-office. -
A Reader.-The "bond" is not worth a
farthing, unless an adequate consideration was
given for signing it. The holder would not
move one step in any court of law in the
kingdom (that is to say, if our correspondent
has correctly described all the facts), against
the subscriber, on the faith of possessing it.
EXTRA-LICENTIATES.-To the Editor.-
Sir : In THE LANCET for Jan. 21st, page 632,
a correspondent asks " if extra-licentiates
of the Royal College of Physicians, London,
can correctly designate themselves as mem-
bers of that body ?" to which you reply that
the law under which the persons referred to
hold their licences does not justify the desig-
nation. I confess that I at first read the
inquiry with surprise at the simplicity of
your correspondent. As well might he have
asked if a sizer was entitled to call himself
a &deg; fellow of St. John’s." But the reference
made by your correspondent to graduation
at " Erlangen, or other like M.D. manufac-
tories," raises a suspicion in my mind that
the writer, under a general inquiry, meant
to have it inferred that some " person" had
been guilty of this bold abuse of truth and
decency, in short, that the writer knew a
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case where an extra-licentiate had designated -
himself in print as a member. Now, Sir, I
am very sure that you will agree with me
that this is an imputation of too grave a
character, involving, indeed, as I read it, a
charge of fraud, to be lightly received by
the profession at large, and more especially
by gentlemen holding the diploma of extra-
licentiates. I therefore call upon your cor-
respondent to withdraw this general imputa-
tion, or to substantiate it by referring to the
particular instance of which he appears to
complain. I have the honour to be, Sir,
your obedient servant,
Feb. 9, 1843. CHIRURGUS.
Is an unqualified person admissable to
give evidence as a medical witness at a
coroner’s inquest, and is not such an indi.
vidual amenable to the penalty of the
Apothecaries’ Act by giving such evidence
in a medical case ?-ZENO. *,* If the
coroner chooses to receive the evidence,
whether declaratory of facts or opinions,
the person can give it, being liable to no
prosecution or penalty under any Act. But
the witness has not a legal claim for a
fee for his evidence under the Medical Wit.
nesses’ Act.
Lancastriensis.-Not justified, most cer.
tainly. An inquest should have been held
on the body. The law with regard to such
cases is strange and inconsistent. Had the
patient been maimed or injured for life, or
otherwise seriously damaged, but not mor-
tally, he would have had ground of action
for damages against the negligent party.
But, being dead, his survivors and repre-
sentatives have no remedy in the way of
claim for penalty against the 11 attendant."
Delta.-There is not in London any insti-
tution receiving in-patients affected with the
diseases in question, or containing particular
wards appropriated to such patients, nor any
institution for out-patients that is worthy of
mention as a place of resort for their cure.
. 
Mr. E. Haughton ought not to have made
any statement of his charges for mileagebefore the Commissioners. The simple
question at issue between Mr. Haughton
and his tormentor was this :-Did Mr. H.
use his horse only in the exercise of his pro-
fessional duties? If an answer to that
question could be given in the affirmative,
the Commissioners have violated the law in
not making the demanded allowance. On
that point not a shadow of a doubt can exist.
A reference to the Act will prove the scru.
pulous accuracy of this decision.
J. M. P. had better not make experi-
ments on either very possible event.-Mr.
Atkinson’s note and Mr. Hodgins’ case, pro-
bably next week. - The request of Mr.
Wood, and the circular of Judas, sent by
Mr. Nankivell, came too late for attention
this week.
The paper communicated by Professor
Grant shall receive early attention.
